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Alamo’s Real “Mighty Tree”

During the centennial celebration
for the town of Alamo in 2001 a
reference was
made to a mighty
tree that really
existed in the
town. The melo-
drama presented
for the centennial
and entitled “The
Mighty  Tree,”
was about the first
beginnings of the
Pioneers who
came to the valley
in 1901 and estab-
lished the town of
Alamo. The tree
was a symbol of
the growth and
development of
the community
over the preced-
ing 100 years.

But the idea that
a real tree was
planted by the
first comers, led
by William Tho-
mas Stewart in
1901, may have been viewed by
many at the centennial as just a good
local legend, but not likely
based on fact.

However, when truth be known,

William Thomas, “Uncle Tommy,”
as he was often called, had indeed

RS
planted a small sapling tree when his
family arrived in the valley, ready to
begin the task of establishing a new
town: Alamo. Tommy had brought
the tree with him from Kanab, Utah

1

where the Stewart family had been
living. Along with a few other fami-
lies they began to
move to Pahrana-
gat Valley in the
spring of 1901.

Not long after
arriving they be-
gan doing what
settlers do: laying
out streets, home
lots, and planning
somewhere to
have church ser-
vices.

William planted
the little tree on
the land which he
took for himself
to homestead, and
it stands there to
this day.

So where is it?
It is located in the
back yard on the
north side of the

Robert Foisy
residence. It’s an
s English  walnut

tree and, of
course, is now over 100 years old.
When “Tommy” died in 1935, his
son Marion K., inherited the prop-
erty as his own and built his home
on it and it still stands today.






